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The Mission of the

Orthodox Church in the
21st Century

Dr. P.C. Alexander

Former Governer of Maharashtra & Tamil Nadu

Former principal Secretary to PM of India

To have 33 Metropolitans for the church indicates not merely the vast expansion in the number of parishes and places of
worship in recent years in India and outside but also reflects the determination of the church to take on spiritual reawaRening
in the church with special emphasis on service to the poor, as the main mission of the church in the 21" Century.

Let me at the outset share the joy and
pride of my fellow members of the
orthodox church of india in having seven
more Metropolitans who had dedicated
their lives for the service of the church
from their very young years. To have 33
Metropolitans for the church indicates not
merely the vast expansion in the number
of parishes and places of worship in
recent years in india and outside but also
reflects the determination of the church
to take on spiritual reawakening in the
church with special emphasis on service
to the poor, as the main mission of the
church in the 21t century.

Under the wise guidance and
leadership of His Holiness Didimus I, the
supreme Head of the church, the church
is now well set for expanding its service
to different parts of the world whereever
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Orthodox people live and also forging
new links of close friendship with other
Christian Churches

A rather strange feature of the early
centuries of the church in India was that
the church did not have an ecclesiastical
hierarchy of its own. The arch deacons
who presided over the administration of
the church during these long years had
not gone in for any formal ecclesiastical
position for themselves for some
inexplicable reasons. It was only in 1653
after historic ‘Kooonen Kurissu’ oath that
the people decided to elect Arch deacon
Thomas as the Metropolitan of the church
with the title of Mar Thoma .

Another feature of the existence of
the church in the early centuries in Kerala
about which we feel happy and proud
was that the church had never
experienced persecution or
oppression from the dominant
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Hindu community in the land.
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inhuman oppression from the
dominant communities or their
rulers. But our ancestors who
had adopted the Christian faith
were honoured by Royal
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and had received all support
from the Hindu community for
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discrimination.
In fact, the troubles for the
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started only after its contact with
foreign churches beginning
with the advent of the
Portuguese in India. The forced
conversion of the members of
the Orthodox faith into the
Roman Catholic church with the
backing of the Portuguese
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protestant missionaries to
entice the people of the
Orthodox faith accept Anglican
Protestantism are bitter
chapters in the history of the

church. Unfortunately the Orthodox
church had allowed itself to be brought
under the control of the Syrian church of
Antioch in order to escape the unfriendly
attempts of the western Churches. What
was expected to be a friendly alliance
with the Antiochan church soon turned
out to be a loss of its autonomy and
transformation into a branch of the syrian
Church of Antioch. At last, the highest
court of justice in our full fledged
democracy through its historic
judgements of 1958 and 1995
recognized the right of the church to
retain its independence free from
external control. The Supreme Court of
India also recognized the institution of
the Catholicate in India in 1812 and had
thus facilitated its return to the full
autonomy it had enjoyed before.

In a couple of years from now, the
church will be celebrating the centenary
of the establishment of the institution of
the Catholicate and preparations have
already started for this great event. We
are fortunate that we have at this stage
of the church’s history, a dedicated team
of Metropolitans who can lead the church
to the still waters of peace and progress
and gain for it universal recognition as
one of the apostolic churches of the world
enjoying full freedom foreign control.

During the last few years several
suggestions have emerged from the
members of the church for strengthening
our independence and formally removing
some of the remnants of our old
subordinate relations with the church of
Antioch. | mysely have in all humility
suggested the amendments badly
needed for the constitution of 1934 to
faciliate this progress smoothly and
without any legal hitch. | am confident
that the authorites of the church will give
serious consideration to the various
suggestions for change placed before
them by people who crave for seeing
their church as the national church of
India.

| would like to conclude this article
by recalling one of the suggestions, |
have been frequently making during the
last few years and that is that we should
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without any more delay include in the Thubadhen used at the time of Holy Qurbana,
the names of all the seven supreme spiritual heads of the church who had held the
high office of the Catholicos of the East. We should not also delay any further the
inclusion of the revered name of Moran Mar Abdul Messiah, Patriarch of the Church
of Antioch, who had presided over the consecration of the first Catholicos, Moran
Mar Baselios Paulose . It will be ironic that we would be remembering with gratitude
the services of these great ecclesiastical dignitaries of the church through the

Thubadhen.
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